Furthering Families

What are my options

If | have a Bovine TB reactor animal?

Onceit hasbeen established that afarm hasaBovine TB (tubercul osis) positive animal there
aretwo optionsavailableto farmers: test and remove or whole herd depopul ation. Both of
these optionshavefinancia implications.

What are my options? (According to the Michigan Department of Agriculture’s
Producer’s Guide to TB Testing.)

1 - Test and Remove
A test and remove program for abovine TB infected herd requires that afarm
remain under quarantine for an extended period of time until all testing revealsa
bovine TB-negative herd. Each time an animal reactsto a comparative cervical
tuberculin (CCT) test on the farm, it isimmediately removed and the testing
process must start all over again. The herd will remain under quarantine when a
positive animal isfound. The herd will not be re-tested until 60 days after removal
of the positive animal. No animals are allowed to leave or enter the farm without
prior written permission by the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA). If no
positive animals are found during further testing, the quarantine may be removed
from the farm. This process requires approximately six whole herd tests that may
take 24 or more months providing no additional infected animalsarefound. Yearly
tests may be required on the herd for five years once the quarantine is removed.
Dairy herdsin the test and remove plan may sell milk while under quarantineif all
bovine TB reactors have been removed from the farm.

2 - Depopulation
Farmers are encouraged to consider whole herd depopulation. The procedure for
testing and removal of infected animals can be costly and may cause long-term
consequences for farm operations. Depopulation, as defined by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Bovine TB Eradication Uniform Methods and
Rules, isthe destruction of all livestock exposed to bovine tuberculosisin the herd
before any restocking of the site with cattle, captive cervids (deer, elk, moose, €etc.),
bison or goats.

When the owner choosesto depopulate, MDA purchasesall livestock fromthe
producer. The livestock are removed from the property and the farm is disinfected.
It may berepopulated as soon asaUSDA Designated Tubercul osis Epidemiologist




determinesthat thelocationisclean and thereisno

risk of re-infection, or thefarm may be repopul ated
oneyear after theremoval of theanimalswithout a

USDA epidemiologist.

What are the financial differences between the two
options?

Test and Remove

The length of the test and remove process can take an
extremely long time which can affect your business. No
animals are permitted to leave the herd while thefarm
isquarantined. In addition, there is no guarantee that
you will not have to depopul ate the whole herd.

Once the test and remove program is started, the herd
isput on aplan for testing every 60 to 90 days. If a
reactor shows up during that time, the process has to
be restarted. The length of time that a herd must be
reaction-free before the quarantineislifted dependson
the herd plan. Each caseishandled on anindividual
farm-by-farm basis.

During thistime no income can be gained from the sale
of animalsfrom the herd. For dairy cattle or goats, the
milk may be sold after all reactor animals have been
removed from thefarm. Farms depending on the sale
of milk for income may not experience as great an
income loss as those farms that depend on the breeding
and selling of theanimals.

Depopulation

If anew herd is started the same year you depopulated,
you will be given atesting regimen that includes atest
within 30 days of repopulation with aretest in six
months. After that, testing may continue every year
after that. If you start a new herd on your farm one

year or more after depopulation, thefarmwill not be put
onatesting regimen.

The depopulation program may help you may recover
morefinancialy from your herd. The USDA appraises
thevalue of the herd through contracting certified
appraiserswho usethe Uniform Standards of Professional
Appraisal Practices(USPAP). You aregivenalump sum
payment for theherd. The payment will betax-freeif you
decidetoreinvest themoney intoa“likekind” investment
(i.e., anew herd) within two yearsfrom depopul ation.
However, youwill haveto pay taxesonthemoney if you
decideto reinvest the money in something thatisnot a
“likekind” investment.

What if | don’t want to get back into the farming
business? What about retirement?

If you are contemplating retirement and want to know
if you are ready to make that next step, check out this
Purdue University Extension website for more
information: http://www/ces.purdue.edu/
farmretirement.

Where can | get additional information if | have
guestions?

First, contact your accredited testing veterinarian. The
testing veterinarian should be able to answer many
guestions you may have on the regulations about
testing. If you need additional information, contact the
Bovine TB Coordinator at the Michigan Department of
Agricultureat (517) 241-2460.

References: “Producer’s Guide to TB Testing” Michigan Department of Agriculture, 2002.

Compiled by Erica Tobe, Associate Program Leader, Michigan State University Extension.
Reviewed by John Molesworth, Ph.D., Livestock/Animal Disease Education Agent, Michigan Department of Agriculture

and Michigan State University Extension, Atlanta, Michigan.

MICHIGAN STATE

UMY ERS] T Y MSUis an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity institution.Michigan State University Extension
programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, or family status.

EXTENSION

*

.
FCS




